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This three story high, three bay wide rowhouse is located in mid-
block, Tt is flat-roofed snd surfaced in running-bond brick,

Three stone steps flanked by iron rails approach the rectanular

leading tops the doors, while the ertir e doorway is surrounded by
a pair of wooden fluted Doric pilasters resting on stone posts and
supporting a dentilled entablature, A stone foundation, punctuvated
by double light cellar windows, underlies the right two bays; a
large pair of double-hung (6/8 lights) windows with stone sills and
bracketed and dentilled wooden window cornices fills the ground

floor of these bays.

The upper stories display proportionately scaled double-hung (2/2
lights) windows of similar style to those of the ground floor, A
bracketed wooden cornice tops the structure,

double docrs of the left bay, A flat transom with fan-light pattern
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343 St. Paul Place (formerly 47 Courtland St.) is a significant surviving example of an early 19" century house
built as part of a property developed by a landowner speculator. The original style of the house was a three and
a half story Federal style rowhouse similar to the rest of the houses on St. Paul Place. It was altered to an
Italianate style probably after the Civil War with a running bond brick facade, tall double hung windows with
Italianate style wood window hoods, wood cornice, and rear sloping roof replacing the original gable roof.

It was originally similar in style to now demolished three and a half story rowhouse developments by merchant
landowners in this section of the city such as John O’Donnell on Commerce St. in 1797 and Richard Caton
(son-in-law of Charles Carroll of Carrollton) at Lombard and Front Streets in 1796. The house is also an
important surviving example of this type of high style rowhousing built north of the waterfront near the 1816
annexation boundary similar to James McHenry’s demolished 1802 development on what is now Monument
Square and Lewis Pascault’s eight houses (extant) on West Lexington St.

The developer of the property, John Lynch who purchased the block from Andrew Starrett Ridgely in 1803,
subdivided the parcel and sold the lots off individually. The house was probably built in the 1820s. It was
common for owners of rowhouses to renovate the facade to reflect the current architectural style. The Italianate
style in rowhousing was popular in the growth of the city after the Civil War, especially in West Baltimore.
Housing in the center city north of the waterfront was entirely in the Federal and Greek Revival style which was
seen as outdated.

343 St. Paul Place was originally a single family residence with tenants or owners from many different business
and professional occupations. An owner in the 1820s was Stewart Brown, of Cross & Brown, lumber merchant
on O’Donnell’s Wharf who probably built the house and the one at 341 St. Paul Place. By the turn of the 20"
century, the property became a boarding house along with the others on Courtland St. After the development of
Preston Gardens across the street in 1919, 343 St. Paul Place became a commercial property where many law
firms were located. In the 1970s, Mercy Medical Center obtained 343 St. Paul Place and the adjoining four
houses and consolidated them on the interior to create doctors’ offices.
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B-2205

Mercy Hospital Rowhouse, site

343 St. Paul Place
Sanborn Maps
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B-2205

Mercy Hospital Rowhouse, site

343 St. Paul Place, Baltimore
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B-2205
Mercy Hospital Rowhouse
343 Saint Paul Place

Block 0583, Lot 005 (Formerly lot 008)
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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